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Hello Members and Happy Spring!

I hope this issue of our newsletter finds you all well, and that you are looking 
forward to an early spring I hope, and that you are just as excited as I am 
for any signs of warmer weather arriving. I planted over 100 bulbs last fall in 
our gardens at our new house, and am patiently waiting for their emergence. And
speaking of this, our 122nd Juried Exhibition theme " Signs of Life" seems quite

fitting for this time of year. I believe we are all looking for any signs of new life starting after a
long cold and snowy winter. There are details regarding this exhibit on our website and in this
newsletter issue as well.

Our website is looking great, and it's always a joy to have a look at it, not only for important
updated information, but to also view the Member’s Gallery. There are some very creative and
inspirational works posted on it.

There are some transitions and changes happening within our organization, and we hope that
you will bare with us while these are worked out. Changes can be difficult and not always easy
to understand or accept. But these changes are very necessary for WAAH to be able to move
forward and thrive, and keep going for many more years to come. This process is being careful-
ly, diligently, and thoughtfully worked on with the help of legal counselling and guidance, and in
accordance with the new Government guidelines, regulations and rules. This is a long process,
and our executive is striving to provide the very best outcome for our Organization.

Over the past few years we have had many of our longtime volunteers retired from their 
positions, many of whom gave so much time, effort and so many years of their dedication and
hard work to WAAH that we can't even begin to thank them enough. They have earned their
retirement for sure.

So this means that we are in desperate need of new volunteers to fill these open positions.
Volunteer organizations cannot function, thrive, or carry on without help from its members,
it's just not possible. There is a list of open positions included in this newsletter. Please take 
a moment to have a look, and consider volunteering for one of them if you are able to do so.
Your time and energy, and ideas, would be so much appreciated.

Wishing everyone a delightful Spring and new found inspiration.

Best wishes, Robbin Pulver-Andrews, President Women's Art Association of Hamilton

President’s Message

Established 1894

MEMBERS 95 • LIFE MEMBERS 20

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Publicity Committee, Social Committee, Fundraising Committee,
Program Committee and Membership Committee. The WAAH needs these positions filled to be able 
to operate effectively. See the back page for a description of the positions. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: Amanda Consentino, Leslie Cline, Cynthis Bernstein, Mita Giacomini,
Lee Moore, Lila Miller, Barbara Townsend, Dagmar Vrkijan, Rachel Fodor, Georgina Prebianca,
Karen Walker, Patricia Williams, Jennifer Noble-Beattie, and Nichola Wojewoda.

Spring NewsletterSpring Newsletter
WOMEN’S ART ASSOCIATION OF HAMILTON • www.waah.ca • 2018

ATTENTION! 2018 - 2019 Year starts on May 1st.
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SKETCH & TEA AT THE AGH A FAVOURABLE IMPRESSION

Sketching in a gallery is one of several things, which
artists have to embrace as part of their “To Do List”; 
it is a pleasure to meet up with like minded individuals,
art enthusiasts and also an opportunity for dialogue 
and self-discovery, while sketching at the AGH.
After meeting in the gallery’s lounge we engaged in short,
pleasant conversation, then strolled together through 
the great premises looking for inspiration. Each of 
us followed our individual moods and feelings to choose 
the subjects of our own work.

As the sun shone thought the gallery’s clear glass windows,
its sharp rays instilled a sense of contrast, in turn inviting
creativity and warmth of a place worthy of art. Those, who
preferred bright light, start-
ed sketching. Others, who
were tempted towards the
darker lighting, wandered
from room to room, finding
various depictions that
caught their eye, and they
were inspired to sit and
begin drawing.

Multiple portraits hanging
in the gallery were my
inspiration for sketching.
Drawing with haste, quickly
trying to capture the
human figures, their move-
ment, gesture and mood,
did not take too much
effort. I finished sketching
before moving on to another room.

This session allowed for time to create my four simple
drafts: included were portraits of three ladies posing in vari-
ous postures, as well, a reclining figure of the younger boy
lying on hay, deeply in thought concentrating on his reading.

Not drawing for an extended period of time, there was a dis-
covery of a lost sense of joy, in simply taking a pencil and
just sketching. Being surrounded by a friendly, supportive
environment offered by my peers and combined with a
sense of exuberance in visiting the gallery, had offered me a
very satisfying retreat from an everyday busy life.

Sketching at the AGH is a wonderful idea that I strongly
endorse. An afternoon of “Sketching and Tea” can never be
organized too often. AGH is an absolutely perfect setting for
artists, people, anyone, to meet and exchange their artistic
philosophies. All inspiring are the gallery’s collections of
artifacts and paintings from various classical to contempo-
rary periods. These serve us all, not only for an appreciation
of art, but as excellent examples from which one can refine
their techniques while absorbing the works of the worlds
masters.

by Krystyna Smolen, WAAH Member
While at the AGH consider a Discounted Gallery
Membership specially for WAAH members and 
support the arts in Hamilton. Forms Available.

WAAH APRIL & MAY SKETCH & TEA 
AT THE ART GALLERY OF HAMILTON
Thursday April 5 & May 3, 11am - 12:30pm

Come out and sketch some works of art from 
the permanent collection at the AGH.

This event is for WAAH members only.

Please let me know if you are coming 
email waah.amanda@gmail.com.

Meeting in the cafe at 11am for tea. 
Sketching on level 2 gallery 
from 11:30am - 12:30pm

PLEASE NOTE you can only use graphite pencil 
in the gallery. No pens, coloured pencils, charcoal 

or pastels permitted as per the gallery policy. Drawing
boards/sketch books maximum 16" x 20".

Also PLEASE NOTE the sketching is free,
however you will have to purchase 

your own beverage at the cafe.

Any questions please feel free to contact me 
at waah.amanda@gmail.com

Amanda McKinney-Sparrow

Detail: Left - After William Brymner, The Vaughan Sisters 
Detail: Above - After George Reid, Forbidden Fruit
by Krystyna Smolen

A MEMBER’S IMPRESSION: WAAH Sketch & Tea



33

SPEAKERS AT THE GALLERY

January Speaker Susanne Coverett Earles
On January 18, 2018, the
WAAH hosted a speaker
event at the AGH. The
speaker was Mosaic Artist,
Suzanne Coverett Earls.

Suzanne originally began as
a painter and transitioned
into mosaic work.

Suzanne is a mother of three
and very talented artist with
her own business called
Piecefull Arts, in Hagersville,
Ontario. Suzanne has given
mosaic workshops around
the world, in such places as
South Africa, Australia, New
Zealand, Mexico, U.S.A and
Canada.

Suzanne showed us an array
of slides. The colour of her
luminous glass mosaic works
danced in our eyes. As well
she brought in one large piece for us to admire. The major-
ity of Suzanne’s works are commissions. With commis-
sions, Suzanne aims for a likeness of image but also
wants to convey the feeling of personally. To create her
intricate pieces, Suzanne uses repurposed glass or glass
scraps. The rest of the materials and tools required are
not purchased at the art supply store but rather the hard-
ware store. 

If you missed the talk but would still like to view the works
of artist Suzanne Covert Earls please visit her online site:

www.etsy.com/shop/piecefularts
www.facebook.com/piecearts

by Amanda McKinney Sparrow, Ist Vice President

February Speaker: Framecraft Ltd. Presentation
On February 15, 2018, 16 WAAH members met at 
the gallery for a presentation by Rose Ann Mancino 
from Framecraft Ltd. 

The family owned
and operated
company started
in 1967 in 
St. Catherines.
They have a retail
shop (open
Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm.
(Saturday by
appointment) and
offer wholesale
prices to artists. 

The company started out quite modestly with the framing
moulds all being hand made. The company gradualy grew
and in the ‘80’’s they renovated and purchased a high end
Italian machine that does all the steps at one time. They
have a computerized mat cutter, so any mat hole can be
cut to order.

They offer a printing service they can put your artwork on
canvas. Just email a high res 300dpi image to them. 
It takes a few days but the results are outstanding. 
They can also print on paper. 

They also sell other mat and sleeve kits, picture hanging
hardware..... everything you need.

As a thank you we all got a framed saying for our studio.

They are very keen on supplying high quality framing at 
a reasonalbe price. Check them out at 2485 1st Street
Louth, St. Catharines L2R 6P7 1-800 290 7044  
framecraftltd.com

Suzanne and Eileen

Rose Ann Mancino
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We are in great need of volunteers to help keep 
the organization running smoothly. Volunteering 
is a wonderful opportunity to get involved, meet
people and to share your skills.
Here are the following volunteer opportunities:
Social Committee - assisting with the social aspect
of events, arranging social gatherings in collaboration
with other committees, booking rooms, decorating
tables, planning refreshments, creating flyers on the
computer
Membership Committee - Updating membership ros-
ter, contacting member after membership form has
been received, send out welcome letter, keeping track
of funds, issuing receipts, sending out membership
renewal reminders
Publicity Committee - Advertise WAAH Events &
Exhibitions by way of email, social media, newspaper,
Advertise the WAAH by brochure blast, community
festivals, liaison with other WAAH Convenors
Fundraising Committee - Raising funds for WAAH
membership activities. Funds raised go towards 
supporting our speaker program, workshops,
exhibitions, scholarships, awards. Organizing events,
developing community partnerships
Program Committee - Booking speakers for our 
6 time slots at the AGH, communicating with the
speaker in advance to arrange setup with Art Gallery
of Hamilton, Meet guest at the AGH and assist 
with set up if required, Introduce or arrange to have
the guest introduced and thanked at the end 
Please consider applying for at least one of these
positions.
To apply please send a letter of interest and brief
biography to the President & Vice-President by email.
Robbin Pulver-Andrews at 
innerspiritartworks_byrobbin@yahoo.com
and Amanda McKinney Sparrow at
waah.amanda@gmail.com

Call for Volunteers
Membership Renewal
This is a friendly reminder that your 
membership expires on April 30, 2018.
Your WAAH membership entitles you to:
•Receive our quarterly newsletter
•Attend 6 WAAH speaker events at the 

Art Gallery of Hamilton
•WAAH Sketch & Tea at the AGH
•Discounted Membership at the Art Gallery 

of Hamilton
•Open Painting Studio at the Cotton Factory
•Shop the Cotton Factory
•Members Gallery on the website
•Exhibitions & Openings
•Volunteer opportunities
•Trips & Tours
•Workshops
•10% Curry’s discount
and much more…
Please mail your $40.00 membership renewal
to:
Women's Art Association of Hamilton
c/o Membership Convenor
Co-Work at the Cotton Factory
270 Sherman Avenue N, Unit 301
Hamilton, ON L8L 6M4
Or
E-transfer to waah _treasurer@cogeco.ca
Karen Logan our Treasurer & 3rd Vice-president
*Please note, you must be a paid member one month
prior to an exhibition if you wish to submit and entry.

April Showers Bring May Flowers
COLLAGE WITH A SPLASH

April 19 1pm - 3pm at the Art Gallery of Hamilton
Come join in making a collaborative collage inspired by Water.

In response to Water Works one of the newest exhibitions on display at the AGH.
No experience necessary.

This is a free event for WAAH members.

Please bring some collage items if you have them such as old buttons, beads, ripped paper, coloured paper,
patterned paper, fabric, string, yarn, found objects, hard board/supports, etc..

Also please bring your own scissors. We will provide glue, card stock and some collage items 
but your individual contributions will add a special touch.

Water is beautiful, powerful and is a vital element in our lives. Come out, have fun and go with the flow.
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EXHIBIT STORYTELLERS @ ART GALLERY OF BURLINGTON

MARIA SARKANY: ONE OF THE FEATURED ARTISTS AT THE ART GALLERY OF BURLINGTON.
Eight acrylic paintings by WAAH member Maria H. Sarkany SCA “Treasure hunt” (above left), “Angel among us the 
volunteer” (above right), “Ribfest” (diptych), “Water bottle generation”, “Curiosity in village square”, “Recharging in

Burlington” & “Sounds of music” will be exhibited in the Art Gallery of Burlington with four other artists together.

The exhibition examines the narrative power of art. The title of the show is “Storytellers”.

The exhibition runs from February 2 to April 8. It was also featured favourably in the Spectator on February 17 in
an article by Regina Haggo. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
*

CALL FOR ARTISTS
Our 122nd Annual Juried Exhibition is themed “Signs of Life”. 

It will take place from April 29th until September 3rd. The opening will be on 
Sunday May 20th from 1 - 3pm. Artists interested in submitting work are asked to digitally submit 

their entry form, images and payment by April 9th, 2018. Payments can be made by e-transfer 
or mailed in to Karen Logan our Treasurer. Please carefully read over the Conditions of Entry.

Signs of Life are all around us. Some literal, forceful and man made. 
Others are more subtle, natural or intuitive.

If you have any question please do not hesitate to contact a member of the Exhibitions Committee. 
Zorica Silverthorne, waah.exhibitions@gmail.com. 

Amanda McKinney Sparrow waah.amanda@gmail.com and Jodi Kitto-Ward jkitto@cogeco.ca.

Cheers and Happy Painting, Zorica

*

WHAT'S ON
Spring Online Exhibition. Visit our website to view our latest Online Exhibition entitled Spring. 

Several members took up the challenge and submitted colourful and joyous spring themed works. 

WAAH EXHIBITIONS
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Newsletter
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

Helena Laidlaw-Allan, 905 545 4651
waah.newseditor@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL ASSISTANCE & PROOFING: Amanda McKinney-Sparrow,
Zorica Silverthorne and Rejeanne Sardo

The Committee reserves the right to edit material 
when necessary. 
The WAAH Newsletter is published four times a year.
The deadlines for future newsletters are: 
Summer 2018 - Apr. 15th   Fall 2018 - Aug. 15th
Winter 2018 - Nov. 15th Spring 2019 - Feb. 15th
Please email copy/photos, either put copy direct in email 
or supply a word file or pdf. No .docx files please. Photos
can be jpegs/eps files. Please supply caption for photos.

If you wish to contribute an article, please put copy direct
in an email or in a word file. No .docx files please.

WAAH Membership Benefits
Reasons for becoming a WAAH Member...
• Socials and special events, and scholarship fundraising
• Promotion of your workshops
• Opportunity to exhibit your work
• Quarterly newsletter
• Website/Website member’s Gallery (includes links to your own site)
• Forum for painters to share, mentor, and increase knowledge
• Promotion of your accomplishments and exhibitions

in our newsletter
• Art Gallery of Hamilton Membership discount to WAAH Members.
• Discount at Curry’s Art Store
• Six monthly meetings with Speaker at the Art Gallery 

of Hamilton. Six afternoon meetings, 3rd Thurs. of the month 
- October, November, January, February, March, and April 1:00pm)

Membership renewal date April 30, 2018. New fiscal year starts 
May 1st. Membership extends from May 1/18 to April 30/19.
The renewal rate is $40.00. See instructions below. We do 
not pro-rate dues. Reminder: To enter a show or exhibition: 
you must be a paid up in full member returning member or new
member for 30 days to be allowed to exhibit in our show. Send any
changes in address or names to address below.

WAAH Membership Application Form PLEASE PRINT
Date  ______________  Name __________________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________  Phone _________________ 
E-mail ______________________________________________________________________________  Total $_________________
Dues are $40.00 per year until April 30/18 and includes a quarterly newsletter and Member’s Gallery on our website. The fiscal year starts on May 1st. 

Please make cheque payable to Women’s Art Association of Hamilton, and mail with a stamped self addressed envelope to...

Att: Membership, Women's Art Association of Hamilton, c/o  COWORK COTTON FACTORY, 270 Sherman Ave. North, Hamilton, ON  L8L 6N4

March 22 (Thursday) General Meeting:
Location/Time: AGH at 1pm 
Speaker: Adriana Romkes: From 
Mud Pies to Ceramic Sculpture

April 19 (Thursday) General Meeting:
Location/Time: AGH at 1pm 
Activity: Collage with a Splash 
See supply list on page 3.

NEW! May 20th (Sunday) 
WAAH Social & AGH Opening
Location/Time: AGH at 1 - 3pm
Opening remarks/Awards presented 
at 1:30pm

NEW! September WAAH Annual Meeting 
Location/Time: TBA

SOCIAL EVENTS,
MEETINGS & OPENINGS

Greetings! Looking for a unique and artistic greeting
card? Look no further! We have a beautiful 12 card 
boxed set of blank greeting cards featuring works 
from our members. The images are themed Capturing
Hamilton. Each boxed set is available for $25. Purchases
can be made at WAAH events or via a member of the
executive. For inquiries please contact Karen Logan
at waah_treasurer@cogeco.ca .

WAAH Fundraising: Capturing Hamilton 
Greeting Cards

THURSDAY OPEN PAINTING/CREATIVE TIME
AT THE COTTON FACTORY FOR WAAH MEMBERS.

Drop in and share ideas, work on projects, share 
techniques, and get to know other members. 

Cotton Factory, 3rd Floor, 270 Sherman Avenue North,
Hamilton, Ontario between the hours 

of 11:00am ~ 3:00pm

A full kitchen available for us to make coffee/tea,
and a fridge to keep lunches & snacks cool. 

Hope you can drop by and join in!

Dates 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month. 

Condolences
Muriel Annie NEWPORT (née Truesdale): Muriel passed away at the Ridgeview in Burlington on Dec. 30,
2017. She was Phyllis Murphy’s sister. Together they have given countless hours of volunteer work to our
association. Muriel served as Social Convenor from 1992 to 1996. She was still sending cards in 2005-
2006. I remember her before our 100th anniversary coming on trips and smiling, what a beautiful smile
she had. In 2001, she received the Hamilton-Wentworth Heritage Award. Nancy Moore still remembers the
lovely sandwiches she made for our high teas at the monthly meetings. She was always a joy to be around.
She most certainly served in other capacities before 1992, I just did not read the Annual Reports to give
you dates! Everything she did seemed effortless and joyful. You can see her in our September, October,
November issue in 2002 on page 3 with her husband Bill celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary! 
We will always remember you fondly.

Thelma MCGILLIVRAY: We announce the passing of Thelma on Jan. 28, 2018. She was a lady full of 
elegance and grace. During her career as a MSW, she worked in family mediation and therapy. She was
proud to call herself a feminist and social activist. Her advocacy for children, women and seniors was
shown through her countless hours of volunteering for many communities and organisations. WAAH was
fortunate to count her as a member. She was our representative for the Local Council of Women between
2009 and 2012. She served on the Scholarship Committee during 2010 to 2012 where I served along her
side. She was nominated as 3rd Vice in 2010 to 2012. I was present when Thelma received the Hamilton-
Wentworth Heritage Award in 2010 for services rendered to our association. She served for many years 
the Provincial Council of Women as President. You can see her picture on their webpage. She retired due 
to her illness. Thank you Thelma for your dedication. She will remain in our hearts.

Congratulations! Elizabeth GOSSE-STEINBURG former Publicity Chair, had a baby boy on Dec. 25, 2017.
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