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Dear Members,
Hope everyone is doing well and enjoying Spring. 
On April 18, members got together at the Art Gallery of Hamilton to celebrate 
the 125th Anniversary year by collaborating on a commemorative portrait of 
the WAAH founder, Sara Calder. A special THANK YOU to Helena Laidlaw-Allan,
who led this project. Thank you to all the members who participated in this 

collaboration from conception to completion: Karen Logan, Rejeanne Sardo, Christine Averink-
Nye, Wendy Dougan, Jodi Kitto-Ward, Sharon Hiscocks, Anne Moniz Redden, Janet Kahl and
Maria Sarkany. It was a wonderful project to work on! It is on display at our “Selfies 2019”
exhibit at the Cotton Factory.
Let’s keep the celebrations going, please join us Sunday, at 4pm, on April 28, for the WAAH
Opening of the exhibition “Traditions” & President’s Tea at the Hamilton Conservatory for 
the Arts. As well, please come out between 2- 4pm on Saturday, May 4, for the WAAH 
Opening of the exhibition “Selfies 2019”. Thank you to all the artists who embraced the 
exhibitions, “Celebrations”, “Traditions” & “Selfies 2019”. These exhibitions aim to honour 
the 125th Anniversary, by taking the time to reflect on the past, celebrate the present and 
ponder who WAAH is now & where we can go in the future.   
Strong Artist Collective’s are linked to 
Canadian Historical Art from the Group of
Seven to the Beaver Hall Group. The story
of the Women’s Art Association of Hamilton
is colourful, rich, ambitious and full of
remarkable women that spans 125 years,
thus far. Rejeanne Sardo, WAAH Archivist’s
has written articles for the 125th year to
highlight some historical members of the
WAAH.   
Please take advantage of your membership
by including your artwork on the WAAH 
website. WAAH Artists can submit up 
to 3 works, include biography, email, and
website (if applicable). If you do not have 
a website, this is a great opportunity to
have an online presence, that you can
share with family, friends, clients and/or 
your mailing lists. Please contact 
Fran Elliott, Website Convenor,
waah.website1@gmail.com  
Looking forward to another year of mem-
bership activities, speakers, exhibitions 
and working to advance women in art!  
Amanda McKinney Sparrow, WAAH President 
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Portrait of Sara Calder 1846 - 1914



AGH, FEBRUARY 21, 2019
In the midst of our harsh February, with snow,
sleet and ice all around us, our invited speaker
and WAAH member, Claudette Losier, came fully
prepared to inform and impress us. She reached
into her garden of “delicious colours” of the
summer sun with her kaleidoscope of eclectic
reds, yellows, oranges, blues, greens, purples
and shared the spirit and energy that comes
with the life of these vibrant colours in harmony
and composition.     

She has progressed in her journey of painting 
to entail the expression of universal spirit and
energy that finds its way from the canvas emit-
ting a thrust of energy, there to be absorbed,
or sometimes repelled by the viewer.  

Claudette pulls out and draws this energy from
within her own experiences with life and beauty, busy
cities and the grounding of mother nature in her active
life of modeling, swimming, biking, meditation and in
both positive or negative relationships with people. 
Her connection and experience of nineteen years of 
meditation and her travels to India have opened a door
of observance to outer forces to use her sixth sense 
to what she calls her 3rd eye, intellectually speaking,
to more awareness of the energies all around us. 
She states that many of her projected early works 
were a concentration of beautifully coloured close 
ups of passive flowers to be admired but often void 
of energy and vibration.    

Her present almost surreal “paintings are rooted in the
physical world but are altered through the process of 
layering until forms emerge from the boundary where light
meets the dark indicative of their underling essence of
energy which gives a dreamscape quality that could
change at any given moment; like life itself, always in 
the process of change and order and disorder.”

Claudette has won several Best In Show Awards, Awards
Of Merit, Honourable Mentions, the Gerald Gunther
Humanity Award and the City of Toronto Purchase Award.
Her work is shown and sold in North America and
Europe.  

Her “Night Vision #3” painting was purchased 
by the Ontario, Canada Government.    

Claudette has a line of art designed clothing 
garments at https:shopvida.com/collections/
claudettelosier.

WAAH SPEAKER FEBRUARY - CLAUDETTE LOSIER
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I fully enjoyed Claudette's natural and friendly 
presentation and as it appeared by the curiosity 
and inquires of application and methods, it was 
well worth it to all after trudging through the snow
and entering Claudette's Sun garden of delicious
rainbow colours!     

Rejeanne Sardo, WAAH Archivist & Past President 



Important Dates to Remember
EXHIBITIONS 

Thank you all for entering our current exhibitions! “Traditions” is on display 
at the Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts until June 3rd. 

Our opening is on Sunday, April 28th, from 4 - 5pm which is also a collaborative event with our President’s Tea at the
Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts. This should be a great social engagement which we hope you will attend. 

When viewing “Traditions”, don’t forget to vote for the People’s Choice awards.    

Our other exhibition, “Selfies 2019” is on display at the Cotton Factory until June 10th. 
Some of you really took us up on the “Selfies 2019” challenge and they look great! 

Looking forward to the opening on May 4th, from 2 - 4pm, which is during “Open Doors Hamilton” 
The Cotton Factory is one of the locations open to the public during the citywide event.   

Our next exhibition is Summer which will be showcased on our website. Entries are due May 20th. 
Please keep a look out for an email CALL which will be going out shortly.     

Have a wonderful Spring/Summer and keep on being creative!    Zorica Silverthorne 

WAAH EXHIBITIONS
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WAAH SPEAKER MARCH - KAREN LOGAN
March 21st, WAAH Framing presentation at the Art Gallery of Hamlton, given by Karen Logan.

Karen spoke about various ways to matte and frame pictures, displaying numerous examples to compare.

As well, Karen demonstrated how to wire and complete the back of the frame.
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HAMILTON
HERITAGE DAYS 2019

The Hamilton-Wentworth Heritage
Association held its annual City Hall
Heritage Days on Friday, February 21 

and Saturday, February 22, 2019.
Our display table presented pertinent informa-

tion regarding WAAH. I detailed our history
both past and present. I tried to encourage
our visitors to join WAAH for professional,

educational or for fun and friendship.

Logo cards, pamphlets and copies of our
newsletter were distributed. Contacts 

generated by this event will be followed
through.

By Janet Kahl, WAAH Heritage Convenor

MARGARET AGNES CLARK 1930 - 2019

Margaret Agnes Clark (nee Rankin), July 22, 1930 -
February 28, 2019. Obituary published in the
Hamilton Spectator, March 2, 2019. clarkfuneral-
home.com, interned at the Woodland Cemetery.  

Margaret joined WAAH in 1964. Using our WAAH:
One Hundred Year Book, we can retrace her influence
and participation in our association. We see her 
in 1965, painting at Sam Lawrence Park as a part 
of the Sketch Club (p. 70). In 1971, we learn that
she hosted painting seminars in her home (p. 78).
Margaret graduated from McMaster University. and
attended OCAD and DVSA. She taught art classes 
at Westmount High School, Marathon High School,
Canadore College and Conestoga College. She 
was  also a member of the Burlington Art Group 
and the RBG.  

“Her OCAD course under Chin Kok Tan revolutionized
Margaret’s painting approach: This instructor utilizes
only four colours in his work” (p. 87). All through the
70’s and 80’s her work was exhibited at our Annual
Exhibition at the AGH (p. 82). She was part of the
Mountain Group of Painters and developed friend-
ships with Helen Ness (1978 - 1980), Myrna Putns

(1942 - 2017), Eleanor Johnson (1984 - 1986), and
Mary Toplack (2002 -2004) (p. 86).  

She opened her WAAH presidency with an exhibition
at the Charlton Gallery. During her presidency, the
question of including men to exhibit came quite inad-
vertently on the table! (p.90). She also initiated
protests, first with the Hamilton Spectator regarding
their poor coverage of the art scene in Hamilton and
later with the City and the Ontario Government for
their cut backs in Art Funding (p. 93). Her presidency
was highly successful as the entries for our Annual
Exhibition demonstrate: 162 entries in 1982 and
144 in 1983 (p. 91). She also exhibited her paint-
ings at the Morley Clark Funeral Home.  

In 1994, she received the 30 year Life Membership
to the WAAH. Personally, I have know her only since
that happy day! She continued to be part of our
Annual Exhibitions well into the new century, choosing
to paint with her favorite friend Myrna Putns. We
fondly remember her good nature, her radiant smile
and her warm welcome.  

By Annette Ray, Past President 



15

SARA CALDER 125TH ANNIVERSARY PORTRAIT
On April 18, WAAH members gathered at the Art Gallery of Hamilton to participate in a collaborative portrait 

of the WAAH founder, Sara Galbraith Calder. The collaborative artwork is to commemorate 
the 125th Anniversary of the Woman’s Art Association of Hamilton. It is on display at the Cotton Factory “Selfies 2019” Exhibit.

Based on photo of Sara Calder a line drawing was created. The outline was blown up a large format printer 
and cut into squares. Each member who collaborated coloured in a few squares. They were then put back together, and framed.
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SHIRLEY MARGIT ELFORD
Our dear Shirley Elford, lady of
the Glass Angels, served as
President of the Women’s Art
Association from 1972 to 1974.
She was born in Hamilton, to a
prominent and respected builder
Bill Sinclair and wife Mary in the
Hamilton Area. She loved to go

on site with her father helping with light jobs and
was mesmerized with the concept of creating and
building. Not many were aware that she was the
first cousin to Margaret Sinclair, former wife of
Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau.      

Shirley attended schools in the Hamilton Area and 
at 19 married Gerry Elford in 1963. She attended
Dundas School of Art and said she took every
course there was to take for 13 years. She loved
to paint and create. She joined the Women’s Art
Association of Hamilton in 1970 and was very
generous in giving of her time volunteering and
raising money for the Art Scholarships by attending
and contributing to the Exhibitions and Social
Events.      

While attending class at Ontario College of Art and
Design and Sheridan College, Shirley learned the
art of blowing glass and in 1990, after the passing
of her mother, Shirley was moved and inspired 
to create an uplifting spiritual glass Angel. She
opened a studio in east Hamilton and created
these Special Spiritual Angels that were sold 
and often given as gifts to console and lift those 
in pain and suffering.      

In mid career Shirley was diagnosed with cancer
and she found creating beautiful glass blown
Angels helped her to cope. She was chosen to
redesign and create the Juno Award and personally
created up to 1,000 Juno Awards over the years.
Her Angel works are in collections all over the
world and were presented to visiting luminaries,
such as Bill Clinton, Elton John, Prince Edward 
and Christopher Reeves.      

WAAH 125TH ANNIVERSARY BIOGRAPHIES

Shirley always maintained an upbeat attitude with
a great sense of humour. She did not fear death
and  expressed that everyday was a gift for her and
her energy and love of creating her art sustained
her. She loved the heat of her oven while blowing
glass creations and found her “aha” moment in
the creation of her glass Angels. Shirley earned a
Life Membership with the Women’s Art Association
of Hamilton, an Honourary Doctorate from
McMaster in 2010. She was awarded the YWCA
Women of distinction Award and Hamilton Woman
of the year in the Arts. Shirley sadly passed away
in the November of 2011.  

JOY ERNESTINE DREW
Our classy “modern lady”, Joy Drew, joined the
Women’s Art Association in the very early 50s as
a young working lady with office and administra-
tive experience and practical modern ideas.

As a young member in the early years Joy assisted
the executive, at that time under the watch of
Juanita Lebarre Symington, running errands often
with Marjolaine Richardson and helping with the
paper work with her then “modern skills”.

She embraced the volunteer position of Recording
Secretary and took on the Presidency from 1974
to 1976 and by that time had acquired her Life
Time Membership.   

With her straight forward practical approach, she
was determined to move the WAAH into the mod-
ern Age of Aquarius. Joy was in step with the times
and did not embrace the status quo of the old
guard for her Presidency.    

Her first move was to take the exhibits out of the
staid and stuffy museums and banks and advocat-
ed to take the art “to the people” in public places
such as the large malls and centres that had
recently been built.  

The first exhibition under her watch took place at
our most popular Dundurn Park. Six “respectful
paintings” were sold and set the stage for the 
exhibition of November 16, 1974 at Lloyd D.
Jackson Square at King and James indoor mall.
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WAAH 125TH ANNIVERSARY BIOGRAPHY

WAAH Sketch 
& Tea @ the AGH

Come out and sketch some 
works of art from 

the permanent collection at the AGH.
•

Dates Sketch & Tea dates:
May 16, June 20, Sept 19, Dec 19 

Time • 1pm - 3pm

This sketch group is a self directed event. 
No formal instruction 

will be given. For WAAH members only.

Please let Amanda know if you are coming...
waah.amanda@gmail.com

Meeting in the cafe at 1pm. 
Sketching on level 2 gallery.

Level 2 is available by elevator and 

free to enter. Complimentary stools are available 

outside the doors on level 2.

Graphite pencil in the gallery. No pens, coloured pencils,

charcoal or pastels permitted as per the gallery policy.

Drawing boards/sketch books maximum 16"x20".

*Also please note the sketching is free, howe er you will have 
to purchase your own beverage at the cafe.

Any questions please feel free to contact me at
waah.amanda@gmail.com

Participation in several public corridors such as
the Centre Mall were frequented and the artists
were selling their works, the WAAH was collecting
their commissions from the sales and gaining
exposure to a public that the WAA never had
before. The 1976 exhibition at the Lloyd D.
Jackson Square brought in $2,000.00.   

The talent of the artists and bringing in dollars 
for the Scholarship fund seemed more important
than honouring the old guard with tea 
parties and dark museums.  

Joy was an active and loyal supporter of
Scholarship Fundraising and  served as
Secretary of the Scholarship Board for 
approximately 20 years, and up to the last few
years served as Vice Chair of the Scholarship 
Board. In 1998 Joy was awarded the Hamilton
Wentworth Heritage Volunteer Award for her 
community and volunteer work with the Women’s
Art Association of Hamilton. The struggle
between the modernists and the old guard 
managed to make it’s way into the 21st century.   

After I joined the WAAH in 2004, I had the privi-
lege of meeting and befriending this wonderful
fine lady, Joy Drew and she became a mentor
and dear friend, as did many of the fine ladies 
of the “traditional old guard".

In my presidency of 2010/11/12, it was 
interesting observing, juggling and juxtaposing
the two camps of the traditional old guard and
the modernist.   

I often felt I had one foot in one camp and the
other foot in the other in order to hold a balance
of order.      

I was pleased to witness Joy receive the stylized
60+ year Ontario Service Volunteer Award in
2012 for her service with The Women’s Art
Association of Hamilton and the Queen Elizabeth
II's Diamond Jubilee 60 year Anniversary pin.    

Joy remains a dear friend of mine. She is still an
observant and interested WAAH member with a
keen mind and memories of the WAAH and is
always eager to receive news from the WAAH. 

Sincerely, Rejeanne Sardo, WAAH Past President 
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Newsletter
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

Helena Laidlaw-Allan, 905 545 4651
waah.newseditor@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL ASSISTANCE & PROOFING: Zorica Silverthorne 
and Amanda McKinney-Sparrow.

The Committee reserves the right to edit material 
when necessary. 
The WAAH Newsletter is published four times a year.
The deadlines for future newsletters are: 
Fall - Aug. 15th 2019 Winter - Nov. 15th 2019
Spring 2020 - Feb. 15th Summer - Apr. 15th 2020   
Please email copy/photos, either put copy direct in email 
or supply a word file or pdf. No .docx files please. Photos
can be jpegs/eps files. Please supply caption for photos.

If you wish to contribute an article, please put copy direct
in an email or in a word file. No .docx files please.

WAAH Membership Benefits
Reasons for becoming a WAAH Member...
• Socials and special events, and scholarship fundraising
• Promotion of your workshops
• Opportunity to exhibit your work
• Quarterly newsletter
• Website/Website member’s Gallery (includes links to your own site)
• Forum for painters to share, mentor, and increase knowledge
• Promotion of your accomplishments and exhibitions

in our newsletter
• Art Gallery of Hamilton Membership discount to WAAH Members.
• Discount at Curry’s Art Store
• Six monthly meetings with Speaker at the Art Gallery 

of Hamilton. Six afternoon meetings, 3rd Thurs. of the month 
- October, November, January, February, March, and April 1:00pm)

Membership renewal date April 30, 2019. New fiscal year starts 
May 1st. Membership extends from May 1/19 to April 30/20.
The renewal rate is $40.00. See instructions below. We do 
not pro-rate dues. Reminder: To enter a show or exhibition: 
you must be a paid up in full member returning member or new
member for 30 days to be allowed to exhibit in our show. Send any
changes in address or names to address below.

WAAH Membership Application Form PLEASE PRINT
Date  ______________  Name __________________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________  Phone _________________ 
E-mail ______________________________________________________________________________  Total $_________________
Dues are $40.00 per year until April 30/19 and includes a quarterly newsletter and Member’s Gallery on our website. The fiscal year starts on May 1st. 

Please make cheque payable to Women’s Art Association of Hamilton, and mail with a stamped self addressed envelope to...

Att: Membership, Women's Art Association of Hamilton, c/o COWORK COTTON FACTORY, 270 Sherman Ave. North, Hamilton, ON  L8L 6N4

Greetings! Looking for a unique and artistic 
greeting card? Look no further! We have a
beautiful 12 card boxed set of blank greeting
cards featuring works from our members. The
images are themed Capturing Hamilton. Each
boxed set is available  for $25. Purchases can
be made at WAAH events or via a member of
the executive. For inquiries please contact
Karen Logan at waah_treasurer@cogeco.ca .

WAAH Fundraising: Capturing
Hamilton Greeting Cards

May 4th (Saturday): 
Opening “Selfie 2019” Exhibit

Location/Time: Cotton Factory @ 2 - 4pm

October 17th (Thursday): 
Location/Time: AGH at 1pm
Speaker: TBA

November 21st (Thursday): 
Location/Time: AGH at 1:00pm
Speaker: TBA

SOCIAL EVENTS, MEETINGS
& OPENINGS CALL FOR EXHIBITION THEME IDEAS

The exhibition committee is working hard to provide dynamic,
engaging and meaningful exhibitions for both our members 

and the community. The exhibition committee would like to
know what your thinking! 

Please consider the questions below and share your thoughts. 
Do you have an idea(s) for an exhibition theme? 

Any titles in mind? -
Is there a subject you would like to explore as a collective? -

Are there topics that we can all relate to or have an opinion of? -
What are some common threads that unite Women 

from diverse backgrounds? 

Please send your suggestions, thoughts or comments to 
Zorica waah.exhibitions@gmail.com  

& Amanda waah.amanda@gmail.com Thank you!

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
This is a friendly reminder that your 
membership expires on April 30, 2019.
Please mail your $40.00 membership renewal to: 

Women's Art Association of Hamilton

c/o Membership Convener

Co-Work at the Cotton Factory

270 Sherman Avenue N, Unit 301

Hamilton, ON L8L 6M4

Or E-transfer to waah_treasurer@cogeco.ca

Karen Logan our Treasurer & 2nd Vice-President

*Please note, you must be a paid member one month 
prior to an exhibition if you wish to submit and entry.


